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LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE GELATI TRANSLATIONS: COMPOSITIONAL-
DERIVATIONAL MODELS IN THE TEXTS OF THE MINOR PROPHETS
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Abstract. The development and enrichment of a language’s expressive means is a gradual
process, influenced not only by internal linguistic dynamics but also by contact with other languages,
particularly through translation. This study investigates compositional and derivational word-formation
models in the Georgian translations of the Minor Prophets found in the Gelati Bible (A-1108) and
related exegetical collections.

The Gelati translation school, active in the 12th century, played a crucial role in expanding the
Georgian lexicon through innovative use of derivational morphology and, to a lesser extent,
composition. While earlier translations often relied on calques from Greek, Gelati translators
demonstrated increased autonomy and creativity, employing native affixation and compound formation
to meet the lexical demands of biblical texts. The paper explores the structural parallels and divergences
between Georgian and Greek compound models, addressing the complex task of distinguishing
inherited native forms from Greek-influenced constructions.

In addition to the Gelati Bible, the study also draws on exegetical works attributed to Theodoret
of Cyrus preserved in manuscript S-417 (12th c.), its 16th-century copy K-3, and manuscript K-1 (16th
c.). These texts provide a valuable basis for analyzing productive word-formation patterns. The research
emphasizes the dynamic interplay between translation and linguistic innovation, arguing that translation
practices - particularly in religious and philosophical texts - served as a catalyst for the diachronic
refinement of Georgian lexical resources. Ultimately, the study highlights the sophistication of Georgian
translators and the linguistic depth of the Gelati tradition in shaping classical Georgian literary language.

Key Words: Gelati Bible; Minor Prophets; Word-formation, Composition; Derivation;
Theodoret of Cyrus; Metaphrastic Collections.
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TOV KATATATOVVA TV €T TOV YOOV THC YTic: kai £KOVOUMLOV €ig ke@POAAC TTOXDV, Kad 650V
tametvdv £EéxAtvov (Theodoretus, Interpretatio in xii prophetas minores, 1857-1866, p. 1672)

T0 TaToVvTod £l TOV YodV THC YTi¢ kad EkovEVAILOV €lc KEPUAIC TTOXDV Kol 080V TATElVDY
E€éxAvay (Amos 2:7 BGT).
3mb 30606 Bsfs®mImgdo gdiozmeo ghmgmmgdo. gmb (voic) domosb boffo@dmgdo
903160 9OHPNJMGOo B3FoMmE 09300 JoMEdo. 53 GO ,g05dEH0IMYOS”, JoBrnEo
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395m0oL 13Ol O 29 smgEr FM35(990L 393MYds (Fgerododgzowo, 2011, a3. 255-256).

86 3060©B bsfoddmgdo wgdlogmemo 9hHmgMgdo a3b3wGds MMPMOE I30MY
Dobolifo®mdgByzgerms  gsmol  d30dwwoobgme  GaduBdo, oy — s8mbols s dogdgols
39GIBROLM  3090MEgddo  Jglvyer  MYIMEMOO0EIL  3obTsMEJdgdTd0.  gmb- doMOEI6
Bofodmgdo  wgdbozmeo  gemgMEgdol d9MHdbmo  Fglo@yzobgdo  IMs35WRIMMZB0.:
bIbMM0 BmIgdo - Aoyilouar, Soxéw, yivi okw, VOEw, s LabgErEO - d-vola.

4 xatamartovyv - Participle neut/masc gen pres part act pl Verb pres imperat act 3rd pl from katamarém -
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> matovvta - verb participle present active nominative neuter plural from matée - tread, walk, tread on,
tread; 2. walk in, i.e. dwell in, frequent; 3. tread under foot, trample on (LS]).
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