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Abstract. In the folklore of Hereti, even today, the traditions of the Christian religion, the
group of saints and the legends connected to the etymological toponyms have an outstanding
place.

The article aims to highlight the analysis of folk oral material of historical Hereti. In it, we
consider the folklore materials preserved in the consciousness of the local people, which are
substitutes for Christian themes and are related to the name of St. George and the Virgin Mary.

The gathered and analysed materials in the paper are noteworthy to the extent that the
topic refers to the contaminated topic of pagan-Muslim-Christian traditions. The analysis of issues
is significant for promotion the historiography and cultural awareness of the Georgian nation.
Therefore, despite the historical heresy, the inhabitants of Hereti have preserved their ancestors’
beliefs, traditions and special attitude towards saints. The topic discusses the story of the saint's
bird "Golden Rooster", which is deeply connected with the name of St. George and the Virgin
Mary. "Golden Rooster" symbolically heralds the dawn of a new day for the Hereti, which lived
in the imaginary future.

Thus, the folklore materials preserved in the consciousness of the Hereltians corresponds
the general Georgian materials and are valuable from the national point of view.
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