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Abstract. The paper investigates the forms and functioning of polite phatic gratitude in two
unrelated languages- Georgian and English in terms of revealing similarities and differences on
content and expression level. Phatic communication - a kind of communication that serves to
establish warm friendly atmosphere between interlocutors and break suddenly arrived silence —
plays an important role in forming successful relationship with representatives of the same
culture as well as different ones. Due to the specifics of the research, general methodology is
interdisciplinary in nature, and it presents the synthesis of anthropocentric-communicative and
linguoculturological approaches. Among the existing methods, the primary ones were contrastive
and descriptive methods. The research was conducted in synchronous aspect. Empirical material
is examples from 20-21st century English and Georgian prose. As a result of contrastive analysis,
polite phatic gratitudes exist in both languages. They have the similar content level and refers to
appreciation of the listeners favour. There is difference on expression level. In English language
due to the etymology of the word, the concept- think is accented. In Georgian gratitude the
concept clemency, kindness is focused. It’s noteworthy that in Georgian language expression level
of phatic gratitude are more versatile. Most of them are emotive end expressive with happiness
highlighted.

In English language phatic gratitude belongs to ‘negative politeness cultures, as they are
based on respect of private space of the listeners, tact and distance. Georgian phatic gratitude on
the other hand belongs to ‘positive politeness culture’, as they focus on friendship and close
relationship. The distance is shortened and listener’s contribution is hyperbolized.
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He went into his study and came out with some papers. “This all looks very nice.” Clara
admired the place. “Well good.. And thank you for agreeing to change the plans so readily.”
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“Not at all.” It must be important. ...” Clare wondered what she would say if he really had
lost the run of himself and proposed. It would obviously be no, but how to put it without hurting
him or making him looking ridiculous. That was the problem.

(Binchy, 2010:156).

JoOmme 96580 439wsbg 49303900 FoEEP0gMHdOL 453MmTbeB3gEr0 1535H00bo
B53H03O0 LoEY3ss §adsoermBm, OHMIJoE MBOE0SWNO MJRoLEAM30 250m0yYghgds s
obawobm@o  Thank you-lL 9d3035¢096@0s.  JoOOMWo  9s9mMbsmd35d0L T EIMdM
9G0IEMA05 9353000905 33l 56w 1503gmgL, J3germdsls, dmfigogrgdsls; 3gooen bogdgls!
Joerome  gbsdo  F5EMdOL  25obEsl  3sbbo  FmbEI3L  BIGOIMNMO  2odmbsmdlsdo
3OsROOL,  HMAWolL  LSTMOEGOOM3 9bodEg 053093 MBOM  JodMmbodegl  dob
36009369 m 035Hwl 08580, G5Ts3 GgmEg dmbordMmgl JoE0gMgdol aMdbmds dswhobs.
000mgmb oL 5MSRIM0 359139079005 0bgmo 3603369ewM3560, MM FoEMds sgEbLMGd06s.
Ubgs 35600563g0005: Bl 5988 Gobo AsqoemmBs!; Bsg Ggdgdamm ob 353539029 dsemosb dobskos
0929 33900 350(I35JJO. 0535000M>:

3¢5 654365 059539 030> © F3805 bs35(d9cn0056 FosBmBs.

- 36(HISb00>.

- 80500¢B0.

- B! 2900b®s jooengdl, -5bems Fog98000 5 ©sbsG @5 Frhs.

- 629 prabo9do0p...

053030 bgemo soyfbos.

(153553300 -3mMd50s, 2013: 54).

0bgolvé 9bsdo 259mygbgdols LobdoMom gOHM-gMMO FMOZ35M0 SROWO )F0MS3L

0350056 B5GH03NO  250mbsd3506  Thanks, HmIglbsg F9owgOH ©s  Fobsrdmen
6930LGHOdo 0Y9b9d96 sgowomsco:

We both tried not to notice it, and when I had to light a cigarette for him, we pretended it
was because I was his long-serving houseboy.. I said, “There you go, sir,” and he replied,

“Thanks, boy.”

Above us the sky was a strange colour, the same algae green as his swimming pool.

(Toltz, 2008: 310).
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“And were you going to invite me?” It felt like probing a sore tooth. She hoped her father
would say it was very small and, considering their age and circumstances, they had restricted the
numbers.

“Oh, indeed. I'd be delighted if you were there. We both would be delighted.”

“Thank you very much.”
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“Not at all. I'm glad you’ll be there.” He hung up without giving her the date, time or place,
but after all, she could get those from her brother.

(Binchy, 2010: 264).

Was she looking at him beseechingly, begging him to find some kind of excuse? Or was she
eager to go? Noel couldn’t work it out. Honesty seemed safest.

“Friday is my day on — You are free Friday evening“ he said.

Lisa’s face showed nothing. “Well, that’s very kind of you, Moira. Will there be many
people there?”

“In Ennio’s? I don’t know. I suppose there will be a fair number.”

“No, I mean to celebrate your birthday?”

“OAh, just the two of us,” Moira said, and she gathered herself up and left.

(Binchy, 2010: 312).
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