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Abstract: The 18th century is a period of notable political complexity and drama in Georgian
history. As a small country divided into various kingdoms and principalities, Georgia faced humerous
challenges in its search for reliable political allies. During this era, foreign policy orientations were
divided between coreligionist Russia and Catholic European states. While the relationship with Russia
was grounded in ideological and Orthodox ties, engagement with Catholic Europe—despite certain
ideological risks—offered prospects for modern economic and educational standards, as well as
greater security guarantees in dealings with neighboring Muslim powers.

These trends are vividly reflected in the Georgian literature and documentation of the period.
This research focuses on manuscript H-1334, preserved at the Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National
Centre of Manuscripts, which encapsulates the socio-political views of 18th-century figures. The
manuscript is rich in content, containing ecclesiastical, civil, political, and theological documents,
alongside private correspondence. These records provide profound insight into the worldview and
political priorities of the Georgian elite. Notably, the collection includes significant information
regarding Catholicos Anton I. To date, this manuscript remains unstudied and unpublished; thus, the
primary objective of this paper is to introduce this unknown materials into academic circulation and
evaluate its historical significance.

Keywords: Manuscript; Oath of Allegiance; Confession of Faith; Anton |; Bessarion,
Catholicos of Imereti.
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OT HoBompuesxaro u3 ['pysun cMupeHHaro AHTOHHA, KaToJsimkoca Kaxetwiickaro,
KapTesnulickaro u AiBaHUICKaro U Bcest BepJHUA UBepuu.

JloHOoLIeHue

Kak HebGe3u3BecTHO BalieMy uMIlepaTOpPCKOMY BEJHYECTBY, YTO OT HHOIJIEMEHHUKOB
ObIBAIOT BEJIMKHUS CMSATEHUS, HECTPOEHUE U BOJIHEHUS 32 rPeXy HAlld B HACJEeUH HalleM, U
XOTs 6 /1S cero Bpy4yeHHOe MHe OT Oora CTafl0 U OCTAaBUThb He HaJJjIeXaso; OJHAKOXK, Korja
HaCTaBJISJT KHs3ed K o6pallleHHI0 OT IpexoB, a IMade BpasyMJisJ, Aabbl OHHM OT HelpaB/bl
OTJIy4a/IUCh, TOTO CHECTb He XOTeJU M 3aTeM Io)KeJsaJlu MeHsl BOBCE OT IpecTosia MOero
oT/y4uTh. Ho TOKMO >Xenaemaro 6e3 MPUTYMHBI MOJYYUTh HE MOTJM, U 3a TeM MeHf
0OGBUHUJIU U BHITOBOPUJIH, UTOOHKI 51 €XaJs Ky/bl I0X0YI0.

HeiHe xx napcrByomue B ['pysuun He HacaeAHUKH (bdmeromdo dowmomgdl: ,,A KaK U 110
MpPEeXHbIM 006'ICHEHMEM 03HAYEHHOTO IO OTIe, 6paTa MOEro JJ0BOJIbHO M3BECTHO, YTO HbIHE
apcTBywIMSa B [py3un TaMOHUATO MpecTosa HeHACJeAHUKU. A PUHAAJIEXKAT TOT MPECTOJ
daMuIMM OTI[A MOEro 1o JUHUU OJIMXKHHM). MPecToJia Haulero, a [py3us NpuHaaNIexuT aeay
MOEMY W B HAc/e/[CTBO GaMHUJIHU MOEH, XOTS e S U MOHAX 6blJ, HO TOKMO He TaKOH, KOTOpO
OBl >KUJI BCerja B MOHACThIpe, U 3a TEM BCE KHSI3bSl M IIOYTEHHbIE JIIOAW, KOH BOCIHHUTAHbI OT
[T U OTIIAa MOETo, KOr/Jla OHU 00U/ UMbl GbIBaJIM, KO MHe MpUberaau, U 1 UX BCcerja yrelal,
K 4YEMY ¥ 3BaHHE MO€ TaM JI03BOJISLIO.

Yero napb BBITEPNETh U CHECTb HE BO3MOTILM M IOXeJiaB MeHd OT NpecToJsia MOero
OTJIyYUTb, BOCIPUSJI K TOMY IPUYUHY U OKJIeBeTaB, 0OOBUHUJ MeHsI UT'PACHO, YeM f1 OT 3BaHUs
MoOero cTas 6bITb U CBOOOJEH U NI0eXaJ K UCTHHe, I'Zle OHAa HbIHe HaXOJAUTCS, TO eCTb BEPOI0 U
caMbIM JieJIOM BO BcecsaBHOM Poccuiickoil numnepuu, U npuberarw HblHe K NOKpOBY Baiiero
MMIIepaTOpPCKaro BeJIMYecTBa NpPaBOCJaBHOM MeHapxuHe, KaK M MNPOTYHE CTpaxAyliue
npuberarr.

A Korga 4 exaJ croga, TO IMoJiyduJ OT Hapd o CBO6OL[HOM MO€EM IIpoe3e rpaMarTy, TaKOK
BO CBHAETEJIbCTBO TUTYJIOBAHHUA MOEro, Kak Mbl TUTYJIyeMCA, NPHJIararo nmpu cemM OT ABYX
BCEJIEHCKHX MMATPUAPXOB OPUT'MHAJIbHBIA I'pe4Ye€CKUA I'paMaThl XK.

W pa6el BhicOYaliMM Ballero mmmepaTopckaro BeJIM4eCTBA COM3BOJIEHUEM IOBEJIEHO
ObLJIO O IPUHSATHH MEHS, IKO CTPAHHOTO Y BbIE3)KAro OT TAKHUX HECTPOEHUEB U CMSTEHHUEB U O
onpezie/leHHUU MHe /IS KWJIbsi MOEro NpHHaZJiexallaro YYMHUTb BceBblcouyaiiiee Bauiero
MMIIepaToOpCKaro BeJM4ecTBa pa3cMOTpPEHHE.

W Bo BceM TOM moJiarald Ha MaTEpHIOI0 Baiero HMIIEpaTOPCKAro BeJIMYEeCTBA K
CTpaHHbBIM MHUWJIOCTb W NPOTEKLMIO, YTOOBI A, TaK € KaK W IPOTYHA BbI€3XKHA B UMIIEPHUA
Bamero HMIIEpATOPCKAro BeJIMYeCTBa BbICOYANIIIEI0 BbBICOKOMOHApPIIECKOK MMHJIOCTHIO
IMOJI3YyI0TCA, OCTAaBJIEH HE ObLJI.

K noganuto HagexuT B ['ocyjapcTBEHHYIO KOJIJIETUI0 HHOCTPAHHBIX Jies1 MapTa 17 ausA
1757 rony. Y nofiMHHAro JOHOIIEHUS TPUJIOXKeHA KaTOJIMKOCOM pyKa MOrPy3UHCKH.”
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