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Abstract

The toponym “Akhalgori” is first attested in written sources in the late 1570s in connection
with events taking place in Kartli; however, traces of settlement in the area date back to the
Neolithic period.

At the turn of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, alongside the relocation of the
residence of the Ksani Eristavs from Kvenipnevi-Largvisi to Akhalgori and the southward
expansion of the Saeristavo’s borders, the importance of Akhalgori as the political and
administrative center of the principality significantly increased. The renowned geographer and
historian Vakhushti Batonishvili referred to Akhalgori as a small town. It is also described with
urban status by the French officer Charles de Graille de Foix, adjutant to the well-known General
Totleben, who served in the Russian army during the Russo-Turkish War (1768-1774). The
German traveler Reineggs likewise characterized Akhalgori as a small town. In a 1770 report
compiled by Mouravov, the political and administrative center of the Ksani Saeristavo is
identified as a daba (township).

From the fifteenth century onward, Armenians settled alongside Georgians played a significant
role in the political life of Akhalgori. Based on an analysis of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
demographic registers, the study concludes that the number of inhabitants affiliated with the
Armenian ethnic group considerably exceeded that of the Georgian population, suggesting a
process of mass Armenization among local Georgians. The paper demonstrates how residents of
Akhalgori bearing Georgian-rooted surnames were recorded as belonging to the Armenian ethnic
group.

In accordance with the research topic, particular attention is devoted to the Russian cameral
census of 1873. At that time, Akhalgori belonged to the Dusheti Uyezd of the Tiflis Governorate.
The census data provide detailed information on the population of Akhalgori in that period,
including its ethnic, religious, and social composition, as well as occupational structure.

Traditionally, the inhabitants were primarily engaged in trade and craftsmanship, and their
economic activities often extended beyond the borders of the Saeristavo.

The data from the 1873 census are compared with other available demographic registers. The
study concludes by examining the severe demographic situation in Akhalgori both before the
August 2008 war and in its aftermath.

It should also be noted that a substantial portion of the historical sources used in this research
are published here for the first time.

Key words: Ksani Valley; demographic registers; peasants; Dusheti Uyezd; trade;
craftsmanship; ethnicity; cameral census; occupation.
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39356090, Hoxzgmom®o (fod@ommo - . o), 39GHMI39¢0, 3593000 S 39)dMNSTZ0WO.
b@AdbgdO: 5J0MHIM30, IBMGMM30, BEIBOMZ0, T30, 35306Mm30, Fo09gbmzo s bbgs,
y39sbg 9930 LGHIBRbM3gd0" (Fogsesmos, 1968: 60). 5439 030 LoMdOMBL ,obscrymMgeo
bL@AbGBIOL" LM (35390DY: ,LMABYIL (SHOEIYMOTO - ©.5) JOPO 93gLOS 3Jmbosm"... ,5domM0
LmIbgdo LoErM(393500 F0EOMPBIH 5¢930L 115390530, 056 J03JMbEsmM MH™MTs, MMIYBYL3
3odmlbobmmo  gmgoms (dobos omMao ©s ©3000LdIMdgo. o5 bo@Mdsby Lmdbgdo
95605300696 LogODM bsBIX0M O 3MOMBL..." (0535¢5005, 1968: 60-61). ,,0bseymMgeo
bmIbgdO Lo M (393500 F0EOMPBIH 53MJNZg X39M35EHOMBBOL (EWgbMHOl bgmdsdos, Lbgowmls
BolmRWsmBY) EIMdsbY MMIGOom, (3bgbgdoms s FITOWo EOHMIGO0m" (353900,
1968: 61, 0s35¢msm05, 1954: 28). GOMo Lomddgeros, G0dIbs Tglsdergdgwos, Gd
JoODMwo  FoMmMETIPOEIOMMO  93eglogdo  AM0RMEO0bgo  ,LLmdbgdol" b dsoo
06536900l LowmEs3900 YMBOEIYM. M) 35300035¢0biobgdm 3. xosMmIz0wol LoEyz9dUL:
Joerm39w900  LEO(IN6MYdL 03 36MH030gR0go0L gsdm MIMdPHI6, GMIomsz Lmdgbo
39356-bgambbgdo LoMagdMmdEbgbm (Rsmdzomo, 1996: 311). MBOM EILLIZ39ds© vbo
9030B60Mm  JoMm39ems 2oolgws 3M0aMmM0sbm Lo®(jdmbmgds®y, 306y doModom -
bLemdbgdol  doge  LoMfIMbmadols  ToboMs  Fgagers.  dbg, MHMI  sboEYMMGE9dO
b@IbGOIOLHMZOL  IHILYdIMO 30030009008  2odM  BMOToMMS®  0(33woEbyb
960m36905L53 s Bo®fdmbmgdslsg, olLobo  33aeg  JoMmzger  FoMTIO0PIIGOSQ
B10Mm©bgb 1530560 gbom, IOFALOMS S 5EIM-{glgdoo...

1989 fcarol dmbobegmdol s©fgmom sboam®ls s sbseymemol Lrmywgddo bMmazOHMdE.
12 080 s@s30560, 2002 ferols 8mbsggdgdoom - 7 650 s@sdosbo. 39bo303swodg@ol
GIO0GHMOM05Bg 0gm 1 0, 7 Leragol by3MdMEMm s 83 Lmggwo. dmbsbergmdols 85,1%
Joerm39w0 obesm, 14,3% - mbo, 0,2% - Lo, 0,2% - bmdgbo, 0,1% - sgbsbo. JsGmggwo
960036905 Fo®dmd©s 54 Lexygedo, mbo - 10 bmygerdo (LsgsGmggaml dmbsbangmdols... 2003:
117). 30LsboEdgd90s 0b BB, MM 5©0EYS BOTsMOMEOBMOS S HsEIFMOTo I3bM3z™YdIs
Joerm39w0qdds, MMIgms obsdMgdos B3Ol v)3M®dsMHmMmdol sdm Lmdbgds 093696
90Bbgmbo, s0d6MMbal oLGHMOmOIEO §356M9d0.

1989 {9l sborgm®l gMmgbmeo ImdMomdol oEgMgdo HB305 sdLobmM©os o
99050  3mbG35 guEWAMBYb. o0 MMBY305m  AMLbEgMdOLIM30L, sMJozdo  dmgdosm
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36mdgd0  [obodsmms  gmm3bgdols s  LaMHImbmgdol Tglobgd, sds3 ©oE Hows
3965306005 0LEHMOOMO LETIOMNEObMBOL 5B (BogMB0dz0wo, 2007).
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15005330 gd0, 00330 Gd0, BIWSTZ0O0, 20PIIMGOO, 03039900, YOS IdO,
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590539900, 393003000900, 05F565830(gd0, bsB0dgqdo, bsbEIz0gd0, 350856900,
093e96m39%0,  dslloEsdz30¢9d0,  Bd9L03ST30gd0,  FJMTsEObYdO,  BMEIdMMSIZ0EIdO,
9oboM53930¢900, G0E39w 830930, BmBwgdo, Bmbgwgdo, BsdmMIz0wgdo, BLEGHWEMIdO,
L50565d9900, F0993593009d0, OHME 35603300930, J9bdsdggdo, dsfosdz0wgdo, sbEmwemgdo
s bbggdo...

LoAPMbIOM  BrgoeMdss, OMI 53306GHML MmIol 90y SbowMOdo  YIMYMIBOMEO
300056905 93390065 990335 ,,0bsam®do gbens e bbgs boanbos, mligdos, Gligdos, G
3030 G5 9MM36900L borbos, 93900... MM FJ300356 B sbowam®do, hgdo d0dsdzoeo
(310500035335D00  3bM3OMdES s gbws BsdM3z0s) ddomdl 9d39w9do, Losz 30DgdL
536399096 s obog 30 53dMBL, Lvy Fdmbyeo bobosm. dg M sboam®do Bo30Z56,
3Ly Famb0s, Loog 3oM-mdm. bmgwgddos by 03500 03539V Y39WsBIMO!" (XSEsdSAY,
2015: 101). g6HgBgmndo Izbmzmgd0 9360wl gl IMBIMLEOMBO o sbgdMMo g3sblighgdls
XIX 159936980 GrmlgdoLORsD LK O SBLIHBYIMOL 0T Bocd35d 3BMBOWO JmbmyMmsgols
09 Bobmzosl Lo@yzgdl: ,,0FMgbgb d3bM3M9db0, 5FMYEEs 9JbolMGmOo F9dsygbenmds.
3930 OHVLYYIEO, oMM, 09MHdbo, LedbOO, BxeMYIEO YsdoWsbo, MM GILo,
o 35OGHMBO - 9gOHMTBgT0s 9MGMO. 5JomEMBL YOl MM 1QYdm, MJ396 Mozl
930mbgdom, gl 83300 535 §399bols MOMs 04657 MMYME Jmbs, MM ol LRl Lbggdo
9mbbMmd0sbm" (sbenmm®o, 2011: 47).

@Ol sboam®ol dmbobegmdol oo bsfowo §gomgzbol ©gzbowms sbobgdsdo
3b™3MMBL, Boffoo - LydoMmz9wml Bbgsalbgs 3mbgdo saMdgergdly IMM35(HgmdsL...

©53369%0:

5MJgmemyommo  sboerol  9bseroBo  3boymxl, MM sbowam®do  dmlsbergmds
B9meomob bsbosb 3bmzmMd©s.

3boEam®do  sMLYIMO  YIMAMIBOMWO  FMbs(39dgdoL  Fglobgd  3oGzgwo  3MEJEO
3b™d900 MdoErolols gowsogmol 1728 fiewols mdorolol 30es0gmoll O s3MsMT0
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3b3gd0m. 51939 9609369 M3z5605 JoMNE-35b9MOL  FmLsbergmdol 1770 (erols, Jubol
L59OOLMOZML  LAIGOLEGH0ZMOMO, 0mby B5EHMb0IZz0w 0l LoRwobfimwm, XIX bosmzmbol
39996500 s XX by)3960L Bogogdomm sefigmgdo.

XIX Bo3mbols 70-0560 §argdol sboenamMol dqlobgd Logm®mo®gdm (36mdgdls dgoiegl
1873 {icwoll Gbyero 359960 MH0  s0gcs, Losg 3b30gd00m 3ME3I s MbBogsEME
Lol Jubob LogMmolimsgzml 30E0EH032IM0 s 5©ToboLEMIE0Mo 396G bLmEosw -
9306m30316 5 ©9IMYMOR0ME Ls30mbgdby.

sbogam®™do  IgbmgMgdo 126 3m0osb  Lobgedfogzm  dofsbg  3bmzOHmdbab
Lobgedfogm gugbgdo: 25 3o, LsdsGMbm dofsbyg Lobgwdfozm awgbgdo - 1 3mdo;
©OMIO0M 35¢JOIMO {egbgdo - 100 3mdero.

sbogam®do  dgbmg®mgdo  3mIgdoEsb  Lmdbgds  domomgderos 117 3mdgro,
JoOmz9mgds - 9 3mIwo, doomm  TmOOL  gobozmemo  Johmzggwo  (od@smemgdo
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Jo6OH 03909050, bdmeEm9d0 - Lrmdbgdo.

39FOMBLMB gD, boeamMol I3bmzmgdms MIMsgmgl Loddosbmdsl bgwrmlibmds
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390203905 5 bbgs...

3boEam®do bLemdbmEmo Jbmbol MIobsEosl GH™M3mbodgd by 33060390533 FSTIMMmOEEHIIL,
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