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Abstract

For thorough study of Iran-Georgian relationships in 16" — 17" centuries research of Georgian-Persian historical
documents is of particular interest. These historical documents provide valuable data about social, administrative and
state institutes in Georgia.

Georgian-Persian historical documents describe dynamically the political, social and religious processes that have
taken place in Eastern Georgia due to intervention of Safavid Iran in 16™-17" centuries. Studying of the separate
segments of diplomatic monuments — interrelations between Georgian and Persian texts provide precise illustration
of Georgian reality and specific nature of political, social and religious relations between Iran and Georgia.

Research of Georgian-Persian bilingual deeds clearly shows attempts of Iran to intervene into Georgian
landholding system and its substitution with Iranian-Moslem one; invocatios of Georgian kings and the legends on
their Persian seals clearly demonstrate the political and religious influence to which they were subjected as a result
of Safavid censorship. Based on all these, we can imagine specific nature of operation of Georgian samdivan-
mtsignobro (secretariat-chancellery), see the movement of the documents from their composition to their entry into
legal force and the term of their effectiveness.

Studying of the seals on Persian and Georgian texts of diplomatic monuments allowed identification of important
chancellery officials participating in issuance of Georgian-Persian documents, as well as in thir consideration and
approval.

Georgian texts of bilingual documents, with their contents and structure, were entirely based on Georgian
traditions of paperwork while the Persian texts complied with Iranian requirements. Iranian diplomatic formulas were
adapted to Georgian reality.

Georgian-Persian historical deeds provide unbiased description of severe reality resulting from religious and
political power of Iran in Eastern Georgia; and Georgians had to fight for maintaining their state, national and
religious identity.
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