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Abstract. It is of great significance to note that human trafficking, lamentably, has been a
pervasive practice since antiquity. Georgia, unsurprisingly, was not exempt from this grim reality.
This detrimental custom was particularly prevalent in Western Georgia and reached its most painful
expression during the period of Ottoman dominion.

The roots of human trafficking were both political and economic in nature. A closer
examination reveals that the local aristocracy played an active role in this exploitative enterprise,
with it serving as one of their primary and crucial sources of revenue. Moreover, a substantial
portion of the tribute owed to the Ottoman sultans encompassed the capture of prisoners, and any
violation of this stipulation could have led to a renegotiation of the peace treaty between the
nations.

The overwhelming majority of captive women were relegated to the Ottoman harems,
while select groups of boys were dispatched to the Mamluk and Janissary corps, where they
participated in the military campaigns of the Ottoman Empire.

One of the principal hubs for human trafficking in Western Georgia was Tskhum (modern-
day Sukhumi), located in what is now the region of Abkhazia.

Society, driven by progressive ideals, consistently waged a fierce battle against this
intractable and horrific affliction. Among the various methods employed by the clergy in their
efforts to combat the traffickers, the use of "cursing" threats was notably prevalent—an
excommunication-like punishment that, at the time, carried immense severity.

Even in the latter half of the 17th century, the political, social, and religious climate in
Abkhazia and Samegrelo remained extraordinarily volatile. This precarious situation was
exacerbated by internal conflicts, which only served to deepen the turmoil further.

The noble endeavor of spreading Christianity was spearheaded by Catholicos Grigol
Lortkipanidze. As early as 1713, French missionary Jean Richard, who, alongside Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani, visited the Catholicos of Abkhazia, G. Lortkipanidze, recorded in a letter to Tours: "The
Patriarch of Samegrelo and other provinces accompanied us to the Black Sea. Previously, this

Patriarch had expressed to me on numerous occasions his intention to join the Catholic Church. He
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implored me to send missionaries to three regions, wishing to establish them in Samegrelo, Imereti,
and Abkhazia, areas inhabited by pagans. His aim was to spread the faith among the Circassians and
other nearby provinces, all of which were largely pagan. Mr. Saba was present during all our
discussions and encouraged the Patriarch to send his aide, David Monazon, to accompany him, so
that he could later join the missionaries I would dispatch."

The negotiations surrounding this matter progressed favorably in the initial stages, largely
due to the vigorous efforts of Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, who met with King Louis XIV on two

separate occasions.

Key words: Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, Catholicos of Abkhazia G. Lortkipanidze, Minister
Tours, David Mghebrishvili, Sukhumi, Christianity, pagan beliefs — representations, Genatian

bishops.

5¢9JlsboMy dmgdcmodzowo

R0WM®ao0lb d936096H9gd0sms MJEHMMO,

3MO0b Lobgardfonm «6039MLoG Bl 3OHMTBILMOO,
J. 360, F533535d0U ., No53, 1400, bsgo®romnggwrm,
+995577251205, aleqsandre.m@gmail.com,
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4275-2417

3BLAM3dE0. 5005305600 35FMHMds, LodGMHIOM, BIOOMO R93OEILIOME0 3M5JEH0ZS

3obom 3d39glo EMHMOEL. 498Mbs3wobLl, 3bowos, 563 LodsMmzgem HoMmdmowyqbs.
gl 95369 B39Mgds MBOM  IgBHo  9JGHOoMMO 0gm b3 e  LodoOmzgermdo s
39653 GOMWHE 333036990 LTSS BdBHMDMBOLSL.

50053056000 35FMHMBL MIMAMO 3ME0G03MNEM0, 51939 93mbmTozmEmo Lsrwadzgwos
Jmbos. 53913908l vy BI3MMTHZ3JO0 M35¢LBOBMEO ©53065b53m, MMA 53 LoddosbmdIl
59305 9H9ME 5AOMMIM0Z0 35355BbIMOMDS, MBO™ 3903, gb Js00 Fgdmbogerols
960-900 oMM S 3603369cM356 Fystrmb Foedmoygbs. dgmMgly dbMog, Mmbidswrgmols
b)EMbgdolm30L dolsMmdg30 botzol 960d36gwmgzsbo bofowo (3Hg3z99d0l JoMHmBY35L53
39oLbIMdES s 53 30MMBOL ME3935L FgLsdwms J399bgdl JmMol Lsddz30MdM HBsg0l
30000900l 45obg3s Aodmgf30s.

AY39 Jowms MoEILo 1IMS3glmds 5390 MLTSEIME 3565bBYdL, brem gogms
OBgMo bsfowgdo 0gHo3bgdms 3s8edos s 0sboBsms  3mM3Mgddo mbidagrgmols
00339600L 8096 §o63Mgdme LoMmdsc ImJdggd9ddo BOLIMMOZ5.

5005905690000  3oFOHMdOL  3Mmboo  iLLgWgm  LoJodmggwmdo  geo-9MHmo
d6003bgcrmzsbo  396@®0  dobwism bydo (©EI3sbgwo Lmbmdo). EI3BLIEo
53bsBHYIMOL BHIMOGHMO05DY.

3OO MEo©  ImoBOmM3by  LEBMPsEMIds  YMm39wm30L bl MM YdMEO
109353000 0dOIMP 53 IMYMHBIbgOo, LoFobgwo Lgbols fobsomdwgy. 3Y3990000 TM3zsFMHgMS

48


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4275-2417

HISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY, ETHNOLOGY oLEMM00, 5OJgMEMP05, JOBMEMYOs

900560, L593WILOM 30OHMS IBOHOWIB, 2odmYxbadwE dMIMWOL 05MVMS rMols, bdoGmo ogm
9.9 »,096396900L° 39dsMgd03, Mo3 00 POMOLMZ0L dsebg ddodg Lolixgwl Fomdmogbs.

X960 300093 XVII Lomzmbol 0gmeg bobgge®do sgbsbgmbs o  bsdga®mgerml
G9IN0GMO05DY dogbg OO 3MW0E0399M0, LMEOSWMEOO S MHYLOFOIMO Z0MIMYDS. S5O
3000009006  Jo3MM3MEOMIOI0  AOBWEOm  FJoEs  I30M0L30MYOSE,  BMIYo3
056050 56Md0m 300093 MBOM 53735390 F005MGO.

JOoLEG056Mm30L 4930390900l 39O MO0 0EJOL FSBBMMEF09WgdsL, Locs3980
MPoL 39050 3MBO AMOYME wmOMNJogsbodyg. x9M 3093 1713 ol gmsbao dobombymo
96 00560, OHMIGE0E BYIEbIB-Usds MOBYW0DbMB GOHNE MOHIMEO EEOL 2563530Md5d0
bGMIOMBPS 5BLsBYNOL 3000 3ML 9. WMmOHNJoRB0dYL, LagzMsbygmols dgnols JoboliB M,
GOLOL LHOs: ,,b589aMI MBS S BBZS 3M:M306(30900L dsBHEM0sMJ0 853 BLZsdY Hodmyzygs.
foboom 93 35@E05MJds 89300 2BoL Q9dMTO(bOS 3O0ME03) 93egLosLmb FggPHgdols
bm@z0o. dmbmgzs 9dmdgaHgbs dolbombyMgdo Lsdo 5EYHOEOLIMZOL, Moy Wboms
5999690065 1LYGYOYIML, 0TgHgPLs s SBLIHBYMT0, [oMBoMMYOOL 360HM306305T0. 5Tl
3065 g3l LoMdMbmgds 496530390l BydJgboms Bmolisg s saMgm3g bbgs dobermdgen
363063090390, Lo bLYE HoMTMMYO0 5M06. doGMbO Lods gl ™ yzgus B39BL LordSOL
@5 999290565 353M05MJ0, HMI JoLm30L goggmergdobs mogolo 399y og00 dmbsBmbo,
Goms 999™a Fodm3ymerms 0d Jobombgmgdl, Gmdwgdlsg g 35dmgyHagboo.”

blgbgdmeo 1by30MbOL 0MY3W0Z TMH3565390900, LIHYol 9BH3BY, FoMdo@gdoom
90800b5MgMdS LEIbIB-LsdS MOBYEP0BOL 59E0MO BsOICIMEXPMBOL Yo Mmdom, HMTgEo3
mOx M dgbzs o XIV - L.

1553356dm LoByzgdo: LEbsb-Lsds MMdGE0sbo, sx3bIBgMOL  Jsmogrozmbo Q.
wmOngoxgsbodg, dobolE®mo GMObo, ©sz30m IVJIM0I30¢0, Lmbwdo, JOOLEEMY,
Pomdommmeo Mfdgbs - Fomdmyqbgdo, a9bsmgwo g3olzm3mbgdo.

d9Ls35¢o. Lo Eolbdms, MHMI  5©0sbom  353MMds,  LsAFMbIOME, BIOOMO

3930390900 30M5J3H035 ObEELm I3gmglo OMMOEL. AsdMb3OLlL, EbsOs, SOG
LogoMm39wm (oMo gbes. gl 5369 B39Mgds MBOHM 9GO S5JGHOM0 0Ym ILOZLID
1579639 MT0 O FobL3MPNMYOIo© 8330369790 MBTSW DS BdGHMBMBOLSL.

5005805600 353MMBL OMYMOG 3M0GH03MNM0, 51939 936MmB03MM0 Bsxzd39w03
Jmbos. 5391398l vy B3MMTHZ3JO0 M35¢LBOBMEO ©53065b53m, MMA 53 LoddosbmdIl
59305 9H9ME 5AOMMIM0Z0 15355BbIMOMDS, MBO™ 3903, gb Js00 gdmbogerols
9O0-900 oMM ©S 3603369cM356 Fystrml Fomdmoygbs. dgmMgly dbMog, Mmbidswrgmols
b)EMbgdoLm30L dolsMmdg30 boMzol 960d369wmgzsbo bofowo 3Hg3z99d0l JoMHmBg35L53
39oLbIMdES s 53 30MMBOL ME3935L FgLodwms J3g9bgdl ImMol Lsddz30MdM Bsg0l
3060900l 450bg35 2o9Mgfiz00.

~Above all, the practice of recruiting boys and young men from the Caucasus as military
slaves, or mamluks, and training them as soldiers in households geared to that purpose appears not

only to have survived but to have flourished in Ottoman Egypt. By the time of Bonaparte’s invasion
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of Egypt in 1798, in fact, the province’s military elite was dominated by Caucasian, and above all
Georgian, mamluks.™
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