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Abstract

On the 20th of August 1934, because of the USSR Georgian Communist Party's central committee's
decision, The Shota Rustaveli Anniversary Committee was founded and it started functioning under
The Georgian Council of People's Commissars. It was ordered to prepare for the 750th anniversary of
Rustaveli. Among the many events that were planned to be held during the anniversary was the
erection of the Rustaveli statue in Thbilisi too. The Anniversary Committee created the contest
requirements and the contest itself was announced, where dozens of local and foreign authors took
part. In the end, sixteen entries were chosen, the final choice of which became Konstantine
Merabishvili's project. In 1937 the anniversary of Rustaveli was celebrated and the Anniversary
Committee stopped functioning too, though the statue still hadn't been erected in Tbilisi by then. It
was unveiled later on, in 1942, in the Luxembourg garden, and there were notable changes in the
finished project, compared to the original version.

Extensive research is still required on the topic of the Georgian sculpture in the round. This especially
refers to the works from the Soviet period. Most of the existing information about those art pieces is
very biased. Considering the historical-cultural context, unbiased analysis of the events is the only right
way of rethinking the past and overcoming the gap forcefully created in Georgian art's natural
evolution process — the gap that's referred to as socialist realistic art.
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In the case of socialist realism, only name tagging isn't enough. These processes need objective,
thorough analysis and step-by-step research, which means comparativistic, also historical-art analysis
with iconographical research methods and, of course, art-stylistic analysis.

The history of Georgian sculpture is unusually uneven. The pre-Christian sculpture in the round is
fully replaced by relief upon conversion to Christianity. Sculpture in the round, as a new art form,
returned in the late 19th century to Georgian reality, and in the 1930s, when the Rustaveli sculpture
contest was announced, it was still referred to as one of the younger art forms. At the same time, the
propaganda of monumental art is already in full power in the Soviet Union. The contest, being done
with such background, gives a possibility to see the events in sum. The criteria which were used to
choose the projects are interesting, alongside what it became to express and what was the goal of the
contest, which compiled so many events in itself. As it's known, the Soviet ideologies didn't fancy
Rustaveli, as he was a poet praising a king. This situation was changed radically in the early 1930s,
which, of course, related to ideological reasons more than anything. During the contest, the
Anniversary Committee participants were changed, the overall perception of art took a drastic turn
and so did the criteria, rating it.

The story of the Rustaveli statue erection in 1935-1937 clearly depicts the process of the government
trying to make artists work for the regime and doing it in a way that simultaneously applies to the
people's interests and also fulfills a purely political order.

Key words: Shota Rustaveli; Sculpture; Rustaveli anniversary.
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DL 396856GH900m 3565000 ,,3mb35Tg6EGHOL M3 FbsMgbg dg godmglisbg mMo 395330l derog®o
R0RYOS, OMIGWDS 606 gdsl Jmgwo 3m33MmHoEoolmzol Mdwg3zgeo dogrols 0gMol
903905 9950090L. 36MHm9d@EHol fobs 3esbByg B396 33943l BHo@BoMGmOo 2d0MmMBdOL AsBlobogMgds -
GoM0gol doge BaliBob aMgxsboL  gobmsgzolBWgdOl BoaMMol Lobom. 3mliEsdgb@ol
33969dBg IMo3L9dM0s sbMRIBO MO 0EYOL 9BMLIBZS - OO TJGRMOMMBOL (FHoM0gEOL
5 93056OWOL dEYIMO FBoFMMS) @S MBYBPIOM L0Y35MYWOL  (BHoMogwo s bbb
©MIX60L IR IO BodMMs). 3MUGHIgbGHoL §obs 3909wby s0MdgFowos MMzl
1330030 350mmdds ,0093 Eobs3Mo LoFM®Fang, 50030bRwg dmbdo“, MHMIgedos dmbRbL
9bwsbgwo Moo LMEosWIH 3OHMOWGIOMS FOIFOOL 4gb0SWMMO 2o5BMYds. M39bs
35606 3mbGsdgbBHl M3l 3w Mbss. ©YGHIId0 BEHOWODHYIM0S JoMne bogb
MMb599bGH0m. 3m33MDBoE0sL 9330609306008 OO 3MmgEOL - BMOBOHMZBOL osEO FYIMO

B3OS, 0930L0 330530 JIBoEGB0” ,3983bOL BHYsmlBom* bgerdo. GoawMs YL MBOLYE,
L56500dM 301H50, M35 9gd J03YMHMBOWO FMTozo 1539969900396 (3. 27.565f.1. bod.30).

1936 {erols 28 5330LE™L OHMBMsggwol dgaerol 3Mmgd@gool gobdbowsgo gom@ol mdddo
3300bmwmdm: ,3903 900 FsMBmybowo 3MMmgd@mogsbo 396 53059Mmx0Egdl 08 oo
dbsG3M M Inmbmgbowgdsl, GmIgeog LYoo oo 30MH™m3bgdol dgawl 893d3960L° (a3.27.
obsf. 1. Logd. 31). 3m00L0sd Lsdogzg LodMOBM SEPOWDY ol J9bEs3gdsLMD Fodsergdom
39900d35 99600365 s 153039 93EHMML IMBMbMZs B0 Fomzseolifobgds. mddl b gMmzol 0d
330090900l BsdMbsm35¢0, G5 3mbLEBEH0BY 996008300l 65989350 Mbos A9bgEs©s
©5©399©Y.

LoFoMH™m ogm  335MEbEdY30Ls s FBoYMOMOL  EOLEMHMIMOEO0L  2obEOL  Mo306
530gds. HMRMO3 BB G90335¢s J963900L LogHmm 296(gmdsE, M990 F0M0mMYdIM0s, md
»B0YZMOS 5bmM3zbs o b3 fawrdo 3mbEo BsIMbs3300 353l by FoMmdmoygbqls, dsb
©0b6530mOMOdOLs s BdOLYMBOL godmdgEHY39wgdsa Mbws 9aRbgM®gLM® (g3.27. 565§.1.L5d.31).
90000905 d99bm MB30MGL ©YEHIWGOLS(S, FoZIWOMS3 BOYLIMOL 290l 999 309eMdL, F90(339ws
369booll Bodo s godwowol 6533w sbOMmom  Bsbsggws.  SBLMEWEMS©
39305353 B0YIMGOOL gobsfoegdol bdgds 309gLE WOl 0MY3e03. moblbs 335MEbEdy30L
395363900, LOFBMEMEOO FIAMBIbMEGDdIO0EID 30 MRS FBMWMP MO, JOMO FoBMTbIBH39E0
L0Y35MmEOLy s Fgmeg FgAMIOMOOL. 53056EOEOLS S BHIMOJWOL BoFOGdO, 3953630056
OMHIMS s (390039 damdo 398b39d0 30 1339M0L  QOLIRMMTGIWSE 0gbs FMIBEOYdMEO
(8.27.565%.1 bg. 30). GgmAEdYE0s YrIMOMgds 56 do0d30mb 08 Bog@ds, MmI sboew 39MLOSTO
39d65 BHoMmogeols dogM bgLi@sb-oMgxsbol GHyzgmdosb godmblbol Lgbs, HMIgwoE s3G™mOmOl
Bobog3od®ol dobgzom MHMLmszgmol goacmol Fobs dbstgl, 5699 309gLEIOl Bm53560
139L5OL §ob bs ymxzowroygm 396m3L9dY0. oMM 0s MRS TGAMOMMBOL s LOY35M¥EOl
593060900, M¥YIE 1530LMYBWGOOL SEIAME0s, L35 MME Tgbsderm 0bEHIO3MYEGS3E0JO0L
0530056 530930l doBbom, Mstymazow odbs. HgowMo B39 585585 v9oegG 39MBOSL
39630b0s3m, MR Jobs3900L LsdMEMM 35M056ET0, 309ILEIWDBY 30mgdols BobsgrmGo
b3960L 5ABOb39E0 M0 gBMOHO 3MI3MBOE0s 0465 WIEBOED, HMBEBs3 Ms30L M380 MO(335
Y39 dqLsdem 0bGHIM3MYBHO305 O 535BMD 5V O53MmB3IMYEHS SO G GOMO (35K 39IX00.

Bogmsdols  ©@s  mmyMOHodol  659vdn3M9gdol  dbgoglo 9o 099300030M39MS®
961535005303296M0560 B3MWIGMOIO SBLSADdEO 0gm BogmEolbdgzo, MHMAEOL FobssGlMdMmOZ
) 30330B0o3E0MO 396GHOL 5350 HMLMI39wolL Jobozgds Jabows. LszmbzmElem 3mdolools
ddomdoll  3Omi3glbdo  36MMgdBHgddo Tgbmeo  (330gdgdol  MHoMmEIbmdol s  FolidEedol
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dobg300 ) 300bx9GOM, 53000 JoLob3zgEMO0s, HMA Fbmerm© MHMIYE0dg JOHPO IGO0,
56 26905300 5089 R0gMOOL FMOGHMYBHWO F5MALbZIWMBOMMDS 56 25TBIMS S 39O
39bgdMm©s oMol dogH 65989360930l Abgoglo ™s630dY3MMdOm MobgoMgdol dobgbo.
d9B0o@E 3MIoLosd SME 30 O3M©S 0¥ OMAMEM  250M0YMMHYdIMES LEIMNPOOZ OHVLMOZgEOL
3MmOGMYGH0, 306039 5 JgMMY 5Q0gd0L d9dmb35935d0, MYS0 MOOZg 500, dols 9999
53 LOOMEWMM 2505(Y393H0EYds FOMYOMWO 0YM OSJZIWSM 3mBIMOLOL 30MHMBYOOL MBIbTs©
1 3930560 00MlEBHIO0L Fodmabs; gl 0dol Bmbby MM bozmersdgl, LOHYIEo BogmbzmMLim
dobogms 3dmbs IMIBIYOIMO. 5835605, M30MIBHILMBS BsFMTgzcmol bbgs dobsliosmgdagdl
909603Fs. B35 LEIMPOOZ J9B53900L MOMdIBY 56 AKX JEMIM, MHBYdS 6539300l 3b(39T3(30.
dmms OMLbmeggeol Jobs3zgdol dgdmbggzsdo, ghmo dgbgz00 “300GMLs 3bso s
3oL 900. MI3s g 659F935ML 565 256390dMIOOM, 56599 LYMHBIBLI JuMz0Wmsb ddsdo s
WMZSWNO0 5QF0WRJFoM9d0L 139308030l Fom35w0oL0bgd0m gob3oboesgzm, dm3gdmEmds
390degds 990339emU. 59 M35¢LsBOOLOM 603MmEsdY ,,OMBsMOMIL* 539690, Y3930¢bse30
Bogkao 3960 35MTMOWmL bsGono 3oamgdom. ob 930Mm3o BsdsM3m ©s d30My
909bgdoL Jobs3dol gbmgBHozol BsMawgddo MGRYdMEs. 3MMgdBoL 396G 3:membos
B9 3053500 RB0gMHOm, dob 0MHR3w03 30, BobgzsMHMHYHg MM096EHOMIOWMWO, VOS 35050
B3OWYMYOGE - 965gMHD SBM(305305L 5B96Y, 1939 93MM3MO Josdgdolm3ol sTobolinsmgdge
50JoGIIOVONCVINWIHYOY  9BLIBdLIIMB,  dmgmEwgdwo X9O  30©I3  BHOIYOO
3960M©0sb.

00MBOH0d9LmbsE dowl 2osdfyzg@o 9603369wmds 9603Fgdmes, 0d3s Aol Ls3gzebdm
»3odbLBY“  9engdgbBHL  IM35eLOgBIHIM0sbo, GO  JgmIgEHOOMEo  dmbsbabol  ddmby
05456%g gobmogLdME0, 3MbEBHdgbGHbY S0 MO MMM Z39w0l Jobs3gdol 39MEGH039w0
J9b60cs. 9blb3g000 bozmesdols 39MLooLYD, Loss b3gBHHY Ix™Io HMLMI39w0L BodMMS
23060390 9Lo, dobgMwo 3gMLMmbsggdol Lsdmswgdom, FbsGH3IOMWIE 0b6GIN3MYEH0MYdMEO
LogzMHEOL  533MOM-5L306dWsE IMOSBEOYOMES @S MO SMJLOME 3BMoME VIMIs©. MV
603m5dob 39ML05d0 356 30L J0ES MbOHMBOM-39205M9d000 36398305 30093530 dMYBIOMBOL
d9L5dEgOMBSL BMOZ35DMIPS 0d JobvEm, MMGBYHOIGsMb IMggbs gEHo® GHMIRBIMYG IO
b9dm©s s O350l 39bGMMMO B0yl 898wy, IBMWME Msd)bodg Mgdsd o
BoboMINOm  0xGMIRGIMS.  309gBAGHIOL s  808YdMg  BHIOOGHMOMO0L  39ad56M9d0L
1393080349M0 Bsbsll0sMYdJOOl JobgE30m, Mo LEdFMMs BMmbMBgbEHWoBIoL 3MVb(30370056
39 LOgOOML 3MEMBL, 30006 93MM3IO J553900LM30L B3gME JLYE 03V — bsmgwo
bgds, OMI 0omBYOHOodoLbgME  OHMLBMLZ)Eol  BodeMsl  mEombMG™MdOL  bosGolbo 339

933900650 dm3s3H90ve0 Mbs 3Jmbms.

996M500030w0L  36OmgdBdo 69360953090  bsfloro  BE0sbs 3560 ds
0omMI>y bMd0MMBST Bosbozgams. ol Bobgzsmfmgbg MmMH0gbGHoMgdmE dmgEsbl s60Fgdls
M3065BHLMOL, ImgEbL LogMmsMo d35530m© Bsdmdbowo 3mbiEgn00m s sGJoGgdBIOMEo
Rmbom, LEMWOLE (396GHMINMO 39ME035DY MM0Y6EMYOMW-5{gmdowo 133G MOMWO
5bLYFdOm, MHMIwol IF39M35¢m0 s 396GHMOE WMP0IMM0s OMLMIZ39E0l  Jobs3gds oym.
309©9LGSoL  BogHgbo  335MOGMIo  35dobo, Lbgsobgs ©Mbgbg  gosbsfowgdmmo
969N Mb  FoMom  3009gd0m 393800 PPMWO OO  JMBLEHMMOMYdMEo  d30MY
9dm9sbo, MMIWoL MmEmYbmw bsfoml Fogzsboi Fgoygbs @s HMIgwoi LEWWOos©
0bydM0350 JMBol Mbgl MgMMEIdM®S JoBLBIZs3gd0m [obs MM 3MMYJBHOLAD GO0
9053560 LOIYGHMOME (M50 LOGMAZ9E0  3350MBH05) WIMdDBY MOOIEEHOMYdIM O
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L3NW3GHYOM S 0053OMYWSE LBs0bBHIMJLM  LoobgobGMm (dosMg3560) IMBLEONMIE0sL
369305. 9L50530Ls LOboLEOL, 335830M9dOL S 395G JMMHOMEMIOL BHMbO, 5 3gEs® Logbsm®Mo
Q5 3963009000 0gm (800 NFBOHM MdOEOLOL 0IEOMOBEYE 9gaToMGOSL 1) Fog30mM35oL0bgd™).

LogeEolbdms, 0bgobge gomMyo 3955608300l dMbsBEOYds, MHMIgEoE Mlmsz9gwol
3960053930308 M3s300L  FgMBg30L  MoMdIDBY  A9TIMMMEIO  OSWMYOLLL  5©boTdb3L
»J960053905 5300535 (36500, HMLM390L 3OHMU3gJE DY MBS 5VOTSOPOMU... HMLMS39WOL
360Hmb3gdGHo 9993mwo 0gdbgds mMo mddzgboghglbo dgawom: sedmbsgargmol dbGom gbobo,
L3Ol B0 — Fmms” (X.Mgbg0sd30e0. 2023). 50 3mbGHIJuBHT0 3530dOMD o6 0gbgds
063 96m9b0m3wwgdmwo, Imgbol 30099030  IRJR0wo  W™3-3953b30L  Jobs3gdgdOL
309950 M-d0655OBMIO 030 IBHZ0MMZOL T53HJs3 (gl BsbsT30JMOE 3960 2obbmME30gMs).
%5090 5BLsddE0 LsdFMmMs BMbIGBEHI0HBIOL sTol yzgers 335530m bodbols dodsMgdgwro oym.
5939 009 339303900l OHLM39w0m I0BEHIMGLGOOL J0DYBLOEG o30bLYBId™ (dgerdsbos, 2016
:68), bs0garo 49bYds, O™ ol MM 9399460l osO oMol LoddmeM Es9d3909w0s
L0353 MMTBBHOBAOL, 96 gbgdogm  IBZgHowo Lo3sMzm  4gmIgBHMmoBIol  BEHMMsz0m
4mn0woygm dmbowot. Lamgdgwo 5gdlodse 935800 O 35GIRMO00 wbs YnTBowoym.
3039 896050033000l gl Jobo3ds 30 98 dmmMbMgbsl bsdzows 93d5gmzogd©s. 1937 gl
39033355 OMLMS39w0l Lsodowgm 3mFoBEE0.° IYIB0Edsd0 B0fgMS OMT ,0MBgwTs
05650009 ds  3m3oBHgBHds 396 MHBOWMb3gwym  0mdowgl  IMLsdbogdgo  bsdmdomgdols
2o05“(a3.27. 865§. 1. b8g.59).

ol dmermb 3merd9303296M35 356ME058 MO390l 000 OO HBJodom s0bodbs,
0935 J96539008 TS, BB o063 396 0d3s. 3mBY 9Md0TZ0¢0l Jobs3gds dolmzgol
3963793360 50 by bMEMmE 1942 ol 50085601005, Igmerg ALMBREI0M IO 35MI5YEMMISE
35¢0056 G0 ogm Abs3L0 BsOIEMISNIE900560 3dgbgdemdOL [o®dmgds s B3Mw3GHMOIwo

5bLFdOL B33 MgoMo Fbmem® 39BEGHMIMMO BOYFMOOL oIS ImbyMbs.
©53369%0:

1942 Ggaol  SLOMEEES  Y3gws  JoMmzgeol  LBo3mbmgsbo  mbgds,  mdorolido
053900l Jobs3905 H0Ys. 53 dmzegboll 3603369 MdIBY Lymdsmo BgEIYE0s, MMI3S
330905 50B60365305, M 93MJsd LMzl Jobs390sl F35830M 335¢0 H5IRBOS .
dolo Ibs@G3Me-g59maLab39w™Md0mOo 9653 OHOMO® FoBLEBLIM..

41934 fganl Bo@Botmgdne L3 Fgcmoms 353006008 306390 JMowmdsby  dosdos GmOmmdgmodyd
30390 dmblgbgds Foogzombs JsOmwao wo@gmo@rMmol dglobgd. 4s8mligesd©g GgduEol mmogobswo
3960005, L3Iz 0sbsE F9FN T3S s LEG0bOL LMM30W0m 5d396EGHO J939JNW sG> MObsdgMmM3Y
JoO D390 3OHME9E M IHgMgdbY, HMaMOE gl 5350 Fogsdos GMmM®Iqerodgl 3dmbws Ggdu@do, s6sdg
JoODM0 371 EHMOHOL Q9BLIZMMNOHGOMEMBSDY, oL OLEMOOWE ToLTE VLS s 860369 MdsDBY.

> 0905090bmds:  5.50509000,  0.509)edg,  9.98M05,  3.85dM0dg(0930xMTG)),  ®.39609,
9.0099¥)P535(80003560), 5.999w00, 5.3505dY, 3.063MMMY3s, 3.3939000g, G.05boM5dY, 5.05M30560, 0.603msdy,
3-35000dg, 3.Jogmdg, 5.3MEbEHMO, 9.00500580dY, 5.8560d9, b.Bogmz560, 03.x535b0dz300 ©s Lbg.
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3590yg9bgdmeo @o@gMIGHY©S:
09w dobos, m. (2016). bLGswobm®o 3@ YPA! 000wolo: 459md3gdermds ,,0bM0”.

250900 ,,320960b%0 . (1935). N194 (4350). doobo.

3909m0 ,,2209600H0”. (1942). N 120. odorobo.

2399900 ,d0bGMombo®. (1922). N22. mmdogrolo.

GO390l bLyodowgm  3mdoBg@ol 3agbmdol Lbmdolb mddo NI1. 1935f. 8 saz0LEMm.
L5JoMMNZ9WML gB36v90 56OJ0g30. 3.27. 5b5f. 1. Lod. 6

053900l Boomdowrgm 3mdo@g@ol Lbmdol mddo N3. 1936§. 28 sa30L@E M. LodoOmzgwrml
96m3b6mwo 560Jo30. B3.27. s6sF. 1. bag. 30

dmms MO390l dgawol 30Mmgd@gdol 2obdbowsgo gowmGol mddo. 1936f. 19 sy30LGH™m.
L5JoOMNZI ML 9OM36I0 56J030. B.27. 565. 1. Lod. 31

b9wd93699990900. LOJoMIZIW ML gHM3bME0 5OJ030. 63.27.565(.1. bod.32
39685MG70000 d3MdMN. LOJMMNZI ML JOMZbE0 5GJ030. B3.27.565F.1 bag.33

Lodo®mM39wml BLE Lobogobm  3mdobsdoms bsdFml 1937 ol 10 s330LGML oAgbowgds.
L5doM39ML gOHMmzbmeo sGJog0. B3.27. 8bsf. 1. bsg.59

dmons MYL;ozgmoal bonydomgm mmbobdngdgdal dgbsbgd. 1938F. 9 nsb3zsfma. LodoOmzgErml
96™36w90 560J030. 3.27. 565§.1. bsg. 103

fMgb3nsodznmmon, x. (2023). dmmos MnLos3gmo, Mmgmmi cndomolbol NMOSEymo mMobdsxr@nl
@937630. J..0Mm0omn. 7 dsM@o.

http://arilimag.ge/%E1%83%AF%E1%83%98%E1%83%9B%E1%83%A 8%FE1%83%94%F1%83%A0-
%E1%83%A0%FE1%83%94%FE1%83%AE%E1%83%95%F1%83%98%FE1%83%90%E1%83
%A8%E1%83%95%FE1%83%98%E 1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9D%E
1%83%97%E1%83%90/(bs65bos 2024 §eools. 10 mgd@Emddgdbl).
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